Rustic Woods Neighborhood Association
Spring 2023

www.rwnabedford.com

RUSTIC WOODS NEEDS YOU!

The Rustic Woods Neighborhood Association was formed to:

o Represent our neighborhood in city and state affairs that directly affect the value of your home
o Maintain and beautify common areas in our neighborhood
e Coordinate and communicate social events

To accomplish these responsibilities, we rely on nominal annual dues of $60 per home. These
dues, which are voluntary for homes in Phases |, Il, & lll and are mandatory for homes in Phase IV,
are crucial to fulfill our mandate.

In a typical year, less than 10% of our budget goes to subsidizing social events, while the majority of
the budget goes directly towards the maintenance and beautification of our common areas. This
includes mowing, leaf removal, general repairs, and planting of shrubs and flowers in the neighbor-
hood beds.

You might have noticed several dead shrubs in those neighborhood beds. The winter weather over
the past few years has taken a toll on some of our shrubbery. We replanted last year, but some of
those shrubs struggled to take root for a variety of reasons. We have plans to reposition the exist-
ing shrubs so that they will look fuller and have a better chance of flourishing. We also plan to re-
sume the seasonal planting of flowers in those beds.

Unfortunately, we are facing a budget crisis as expenses have increased while dues collected have
decreased. In the past twelve months, we have incurred roughly $5,000 in unexpected repairs to
our sprinkler systems on both Cummings and Forrest. This year alone, those repairs plus the work
on the flower beds is expected to consume almost 50% of our expected dues revenue. Without ad-
ditional money, we might be facing the difficult decision of reducing the mowing and upkeep of our
common areas. This would have an adverse impact on how our neighborhood looks, which could
also impact home values.

Over the past few years, only about 55% of homes have been paying their dues. If you are one of
the homes who have paid your dues, THANK YOU! If you have not yet paid your dues, please con-
sider the nominal amount as great investment in keeping our neighborhood looking its best, which
has a direct impact on keeping our home values high. We can’t continue to rely on half of our
neighbors paying for all of the upkeep.

In addition to your financial help, we could also use your time and skills. The RWNA board is com-
prised of neighbors who volunteer to their time and skills for the betterment of Rustic Woods. We
have several board members who have served multiple, consecutive terms and are planning to step
down after this year. We will need new neighbors to step up and continue the mission. If you are
interested in learning more about the board, please reach out to RWNABoard@rwnabedford.com
and a board member will get back to you. If you are interested in helping to organize a social event
or have some ideas for new events, please email SocialAffairs@rwnabedford.com.

We are in the process of improving and updating our neighborhood website. You can find the latest
information and contact information at www.rwnabedford.com or by using the QR code below. For
information on paying your dues, please visit https://www.rwnabedford.com/rwna-membership-
dues/or use the QR code below. For general inquiries, please email RWNABedford@gmail.com.



UPCOMING EVENTS

CLEAN UP BEDFORD DAY: Grab your family and meet your neighbor at Bedford Library Parking Lot

2424 Forest Ridge Drive on Saturday, April 15th, from 9am-12pm. The city provides the supplies. Rustic
Woods residents will work together to clean up the areas surrounding our neighborhood.

RSVP to LaDora LaRegina by email at ladorakay@icloud.com by April 5 to be registered with the RWNA
group.

CRAFT BREW NIGHT: If you enjoy brewing IPAs, this is a fun time to share your brewing experience with
your neighbors. It is also an opportunity for neighbors that have never had an IPA to taste the many different
IPAs that can be made in the comfort of one’s own home. If you are not bringing an IPA for others to taste,
please bring a side dish or dessert to share with everyone. This event is coming in May, the date TBD, from
5pm—8pm in the cul-de-sac on Oleander Court.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL: RWNA will help all the children celebrate the end of the school year with an ice cream
party. Don’t frown, adults can have some too. The party will be on Sunday, May 21st, from 3pm - 5pm. More
details to come.

LOOKING AHEAD

JULY 4TH NEIGHBORHOOD PARADE: Weather permitting, we will once again have a neighborhood parade
for the kids to celebrate the holiday. More details to come.

END OF SUMMER POOL PARTY: Fun way to end to summer with the kids before the start of the 2023
school year. The pool party will be held on Saturday, August 12th. More details to come.
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